Providing Help, Creating Hope, Serving All

The Catholic Charities Office of Immigration and Refugee Services is proud to an-
nounce our Migration Celebration to be held once again on April 12 . 2008 in the

Parish Hall of the Cathedral of the Scared Heart _, located on 12™ Avenue. The

Migration Celebration is an annual event attended by more than 200 people in
celebration of the cultural diversity represented within this community.

The festivities will begin with a celebratory mass at 11:00 a.m. in the Cathedral

of the Scared Heart featuring choirs and speakers from many nations and ethnic
backgrounds. The mass is then followed by a flag procession representing each
nation, including the Native American tribes. A large buffet proudly featuring the

best foods from Asia and Latin America will be served during the celebration. The
buffet is free and all are welcome to experience the unique flavors of foods from
every corner of the globe. The celebration continues with performances from mem-
bers of our community celebrating with costumes, music and dance from their na-
tive lands.

The theme this year is “From Many, One Family of God.” The focus of National
Migration Week, designated by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB), was created to develop awareness of newcomers within our communi-
ties and celebrating diversity together as a family of God. This week highlights the

contributions of migrants, refugees, immigrants, and other people on the move in

the US, who leave behind harsh, sometimes violent conditions in search of hope and
peace for themselves and their families. The US continues to be the symbol of hope
and a haven of peace for generations of refugees and migrants.

As we face each of the above changes, through manmade or natural causes, our
philosophy remains the same. The Office of Immigration/Refugee Services serves all
individuals regardless of race, religion, country of origin, or ability to pay, those who
are experiencing problems in seeking admission into the country, seeking permanent
residence, citizenship, family reunification or assistance while temporarily here in the
U.S., as well as those seeking to avoid deportation or fleeing persecution. Our multi-
lingual/multicultural staff anticipates the needs of our client population and responds
accordingly providing assistance in translating, completing intake forms, and assimi-
lating to cross-cultural differences.

Resettlement practices refer to services provided through Catholic Charities as well
as community organizations that assist refugees and their families to assimilate and
acculturate into their new surroundings. Under the guidelines established by the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, refugee’s families’ progress in assimi-
lating must be followed at 30, 60 and 90 day intervals, requiring home visits and
documentation of the progress.
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The Office of Immigration/Refugee Services’
Staff (pictured left to right): Michelle Zuniga,
Nancy Encarnacion, An Nyugen, Kim An
Nguyen, and My-Dung Do.
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To promote Mental Health Month in May, Catholic Charities Counseling Services will
be sponsoring a day of relaxation, self-care, and fun at Seville Square. It will be held
on Saturday, May 10, 2008 from 10-4. Various community businesses have

| been invited to offer free massages, discounted gym memberships or exercise
” g classes, discount dance instruction packages, and more.
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Counseling is collaborating with the Family Strengthening program to help promote useful skills,
such as General Social Skills, Decision Making, Identifying Healthy Relationships, Managing An-
ger, Stress Management, Parenting and Budgeting for individuals in our community. The work-
shops are free of charge and will be offered to all in the community. See website for details.

Catholic Charities Counseling Services in conjunction with Counsel on Aging will be working to-
gether to offer in-home counseling and a support group for caregivers of the elderly. Patricia
Jones, L.M.H.C. and David Zimmerman, Registered Mental Health Counselor Intern will be working
to fulfill this need in the community.

Mission Homeward Bound’s case managers Marion Byrd and Mary Medley constructed a
workshop catered to clients who may potentially qualify for Phase Il of the program. Work-
shops were held on two separate days February 25" and March 10™. Topics discussed were
! money matters and credit, tax information, homesteading exemption eligibility and advan-
~~ tages of using banking institutions. Catholic Charities would like to thank Chris McQueen-
Henry Homes, Catherine Parker-Regions Bank, Tom Lane-City Housing, and Sandra Sapp-
Timberlake Mobile Home Park for their efforts in empowering clients with valuable decision

making knowledge. 4 /
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